
STATE LIBRARY OF LOUISIANA 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

 

August 7, 2014 

10:00 a.m. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The State Library Board of Commissioners meeting was called to order by Chair, Dr. Argiro 

Morgan.  Additional members in attendance included Tony Clessi, Georgia Brown, and Louis 

Covington. Absentees from the meeting were Evelyn Valore, Patricia Preis and Paulette Holahan. 

Rebecca Hamilton was present as Executive Secretary.   

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Dr. Argiro Morgan called for a motion to approve and adopt the agenda as presented.  The motion 

was offered by Tony Clessi and seconded by Georgia Brown and unanimously carried. 

 

MINUTES 

 

On a motion offered by Louis Covington and seconded by Georgia Brown, minutes were approved. 

 

QUARTERLY REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 

 

Hamilton reported that the 1.4 million in State Aid to Public Libraries that she requested 

during the legislative session has remained in the budget. Hamilton stated that although 1.4 million 

may seem like a lot, it is not a lot per library when it is divided up amongst the 340 libraries.  She 

informed the board that public libraries will use the money to replace broken computers and to 

update technology and materials.   

 

Hamilton shared the great attendance by State Library staff for the Louisiana Library 

Association Conference that was held in March in Lafayette. Every year at this conference, 

Hamilton gives her State of the State Library address and again this year was a success with 

attendance at standing room only.  

 

Hamilton reported that planning for the Louisiana Book Festival is fully underway with the 

entire staff knee deep in preparations. Hamilton announced that Daryl Bourque was selected as the 

Louisiana Writer Award winner for 2014 which would be awarded at the Louisiana Book Festival 

on November 2.  

 

Hamilton announced that Commissioner Dr. Argiro Morgan was recently honored with the 

National Trustee Citation award given by the American Library Association. Hamilton further 

explained that Dr. Morgan was in competition for this award with trustees from all across the 

country and what an honor it is for Louisiana, the State Library and St. Tammany Parish.   

 

Hamilton shared information about her recent visits to public libraries in the state including 

her recent visit to New Orleans Public Library and to the official grand opening of the East Baton 

Rouge Parish Library. Hamilton reported that she and Georgia Brown, a former East Baton Rouge 

Parish Library trustee, attended the grand opening.  



 

Hamilton shared that SLIS, the School of Library and Information Science is currently 

looking for a new director and updated them on the search. She explained that there were quite a 

few vacancies within the school and that she would be teaching the Public Libraries course in the 

spring semester.  

 

As Hamilton and the board reviewed departmental reports,  Hamilton expressed how she felt 

she had the best team in state government at the State Library, a team of employees still serving 

with 100% of themselves without proper funding or staffing and excelling at everything they do 

even when overloaded. Hamilton referenced in the report how State Library is spending a lot of 

time helping public libraries with their technology due to libraries not being able to afford local IT 

support, IT contractors not available in their rural area, or issues caused by local IT contractors that 

need to be corrected by the State Library.  

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

None  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Hamilton announced that she received the LSU College of Human Sciences and 

Education Community Partner Award, in recognition of outstanding service and dedicated 

collaboration that enhance the exchange, exploration and application of knowledge information and 

resources given to us by the school of library information and science. She emphasized that the 

award was really won by her staff who did the hard work to create partnerships, solve problems and 

work with all stakeholders for the success of libraries.  

 

NEXT MEETING DATE 
 

September 25, 2014, 10:00 a.m. 

2nd Floor Board Room, State Library of Louisiana 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
There was no further business to discuss and the meeting adjourned at 11:02 am. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Rebecca Hamilton, Secretary 

State Library Board of Commissioners 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Dr. Argiro Morgan, Chair 

State Library Board of Commissioners 



 

 


